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hypocritical appeals to the old German God, who
has invariably throughout their history been in-
voked as the champion of German righteousness.

The danger in which we stand to-day is not so
much of the Central Empires winning the war as of
the infection to which I have before referred. In
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the English
ignorantly and innocently adored Martin Luther
and Frederick the Great as the champions of
Protestant liberty. Whatever may be said for
Martin Luther, even Carlyle could not plausibly
excuse the appalling crimes of Frederick the Great.
The nineteenth century, however, brought with it
a cult of the Germans as such. From Coleridge and
Carlyle, from Oxford historians like Freeman and
Green, from Cambridge historians like Kingsley
and Seeley, and from metaphysicians in all our
universities we learned that we were ourselves
Teutons, that the civilisation of England was purely
Teutonic, that the German philosophers had said
the last word in philosophy, and that in the region
of science the Germans were infallible. From the
Prince Consort our Foreign Office inherited through
the idolatrous sentiment of Queen Victoria's widow-
hood the policy of " a strong Prussia,53 to which we
sacrificed the integrity of Denmark and incidentally
the honour of this country. From the doctrines of
Karl Marx our collectivists derived and preached
the doctrine that the poor must be moderately fed
but not allowed to call their souls their own; and
from modern Berlin Mr Lloyd George and his friends
have imported their experimeAts in establishing the
Servile State*